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WE ST/VID TODAY OIi THIS TIMELESS IIILL BEFORE nm 

CAPITOLS -- SYMBOL<; OF TIIE FLORIDA TIIAT WAS AND TIIE FLORIDA 

TII/\T CAN DE. 

OUR HISTORIC CAPITOL SYl'1IlOLIZES TIJE FIRST DREAMS OF 

A UfllTED FLORIDA, IT REMIIIDS us OF THE ASPIRAT1m1s AIID 

THE ACIIIEVEMEHTS OF OUR PREDECESSORS, 

OUR GLEAMHIG IIEW CAPITOL SYM!lOLIZES OUR OWII DREAMS, 

IT RErmms us OF TIIE OIALLEIIGHIG FUTURE WE SHARE Ill WORKIIIG 

FOR A BETTER FLORIDA, 

2, 

/IS HE COIIVErlE BEFORE THESE CAPITOLS FOR TfllS 

ltlAUGURATIOII, HE ASK GOD TO GUIDE US AS IIE HAS GUIDED 

FLORIDIANS TIIROUGII TIIE GENERATIONS, WE PRI\Y FOR flIS DIVlllE 

UlSPIRATIOfl /IS WE SEEK TO utlDERSTAIID AUD DO fllS I/ILL. 

/IS HE MAKE A IIEH BEGIIUIIIIG FOR FLORIDA, \IE MUST 

BE HOPEFUL OF OUR FUTURE AND MIIIDFUL OF OUR PAST, FOR 

TIIE PAST /111D TIIE FUTURE ARE INTEHTWHIED \/ITH TIIE PRESErlT, 

TIIE PAST IS Sll/lPIHG, TIIE FUTURE IS BEHIG SHAPED, 

/IUD OTHERS 111\VE STOOD HIIEPE WE STAND TOD/IV, 



3, 

IN TIIE FALL OF 1823, TWO MEfl JOIIRIIEYED FROM OPPOSITE 

DIRECTIO!lS TO TIIIS VERY SITE, 

FROM ST, AUGUSTINE CAME DR, WILLIAM SIMMOUS, IIE 

TR/\VELED on IIORSEB/\CK FOR THO WEEKS THROUGH lllE PHIEY WOODS 

Arm THE PALMETTO BRUSH OF lllE FLORIDA 111 LJJERIIESS:.-. 

JOllfl LEE WILLIAMS C/\ME FROM PENSACOLA, HE S/111.ED 

TIIE STORMY HATERS OF lllE GULF lfl A FR/Ill SHIP Ill A VOYAGE 

TII/\T TOOK TWEHTY-TIIREE DAYS, 

THEIR MISSIOU If/IS TO FHID A SITE FOR A C/\PITAL FOR 

TIIE IIEll /If-ERi CAN TERRITORY OF FLORIDA, 

4. 

THE SP/\rllSII II/ID DIVIDED FLORIDA mm nm PROVINCES, 

DIST/\IICES AUD DIFFERENCES STILL DIVIDED FLORID/\, AUD, 

rn SE/\RCH OF UIIITY, TIIE mo MEfl HERE DISPATCHED INTO THE 

FRONTIER, 

lllEY MET MIDW/\Y, WHERE THEY H/\D /\GREED TO MEET, /IT 

ST, MARKS ON THE COAST TO lllE SOIJlll OF US, 

THEY TRAVELED flORlll TIIROUGII M/\RSIIES /\!ID lllROUGH MEADOWS 

SII/IDED BY OOG\/OOD /IUD PlflE, TIIEY PASSED TIIE CHARRED RUHIS 

OF SP/\IIISH MISSIOIIS, TIIEY ST/\YED ONE HIGIIT m /I SEMINOLE 

VILLAGE H/\TCIIHIG TIIE IIAUflTHIG RITll/\LS OF TIIE R/\TTLESH/\KE DNICE, 



5, 

TIIEIR SEARCH E!IDED IIERE, IIERE OH TIIIS IIJLL THEY FOUND 

OAKS AIID MAGllOLIAS AND ORCHARDS OF PEACHES, HERE Oil THIS IIILL 

TIIEY FOUIID IIEROHS AUD PARTRIDGES AIID DEER, IIERE OH THIS IIILL 

TIIEY SI\W I\ WATERFALL C/\SCI\DING mm A Slllll!IIG STREAM, 

TIIE PIOIIEER FR011 PEHSACOLII WROTE, •11 MORE BEAUTIFUL 

COUIHRY CAIi SCARCELY BE IMAGIIIED, • rum lll!S Pl.ACE, 1H /\LL 

ITS BEAUTY, BECl\!E TIIE C/IPITAL OF A NEW FLORIDA, 

TIIAT WAS LOIIG AGO, AND MUCH II/IS CHANGED Ill THE IIILLS 

OF TALLI\IIASSEE, TIIE IIEROUS, THE ORCHARDS, TIIE WATERFALL, 

TIIE STREAM, ALL HAVE BEEN LOST, 

Ii' 

BUT TIIE III LLS RHl/1111, AllD THE OAKS. Allll TIIE t-1/\GNOLI AS, 

/IND THIS CIIPIT/\L SITE REl1/\IIIS, IT REl-1/\IHS \Ill/IT IT 11/\S 

/\LW/\YS DEEH -- A SYt-IDOL OF OUR PURSUIT OF UNITY, I\ SYt1llOL OF 

OUR DESI RE FOR A COM110N FATE AIID A COl'11'lltl FUTURE, 

WE /\RE TIIE HEII\S TO TIIE FLORIDA WHICH FLOURISIIED SO 

MAIIY YEARS /\GO, WE /\RE TIIE BEtlEFICI/\RIES OF ALL TIIE BRAVE 

DREAl'ERS OF OTIIER DAYS, 

WE /IRE TIIE ItlllERITORS OF TIIE \!IIITE SANDS ON TIIE llEACIIES1 

TIIE MYSTERIES OF TIIE EVERGLI\DES, TIIE SECRETS OF TIIE GRASSY 

S/\V/IHII/IS, /IUD TIIE V/IST SILEtlCE OF TIIE FORESTS, 



7, 

/IND OURS IS /I IIUMI\N LEG/ICY /IS HELL -- /I LEGACY OF PAST 

DREAMS, OF DREAMS 1/IIICH HAVE BEEN FULFILLED, 

A DREAM OF A FREE FLORID/I -- A STATE IN WHICH ALL PEOPLE 

OF ALL COLO RS /111D CREEDS CA fl BE FREE, 

/I DRE/111 OF A FLORIDA OF EXPAtlDHIG PROSPERITY -­

SYMBOLIZED BY A RAILROAD LHIKlflG THE IIORTIIERll BORDER OF THE 

STATE TO ITS SOUTHERNMOST REEF IN A TRIUMPII OF INGENUITY AHO 

EIITERPRISE. 

A DRE/111 OF A FLORIDA OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY -- SYMJJOLIZED DY 

THE LIFELOHG STRUGGLE OF MARY McLEOD BETHUHE TO EDUCATE OUR 

PEOPLE, 

8, 

/\IID A DRE/111 OF A SIIELTERinG FLORIDA -- A IIAVEH FOR TIIE 

IIOl'ELESS rn FU GIIT FROM TYR/\IUlY, 

ALL THESE DREAMS IIAVE COME TRUE. BUT WE HAVE A DREAM 

AS \IELL. 

OUR DRE/IM IS OF /I ONCE AtlD FUTURE FLORID/I -- A FLORID/I 

Ill lilll CH WE CAil COflSERVE OUR flATIJRAL HERIT/IGE. A FLORIDA 1H 

HHICH EACH OF US WILL DE TREATED WITH JUSTICE, A FLORID/I HI 

WHICII /ILL OF US CAIi E/IRN /I GOOD LIVIHG, 11/IVE A DECEUT 110f1E. 

/IIID EDUCATE OUR CIIILDREH, 



9, 

OUR DREAr1 IS OF A FLOR IDA Ill WHICH THE OLDEST AIID 

THE IHSEST AMONG US CAfl LEAD USEFUL LIVES rn PEACE AND 1H 

DIG!IITY, A FLORIDA Ill WIIICfl THE WISDOM OF AGE CAN BE 

COMBHIED WITII THE EflTJIUSIASf1 OF YOUTH, Ill MUTUAL RESPECT 

AND WITH MUTUAL BEtlEF IT, 

OUR DREAM IS OF A FLORIDA !fl WHICH WE CAN SHARE IN 

A REtlEWED KIIISHIP, A FLORIDA IN WHICH WE WILL ALL BE FRIENDS 

llflD tlEIGIIBORS AUD FAMILIES, 

BUT IIOW SHOULD WE PURSUE TH IS DRE/1117 IIOW CAIi WE MAKE 

THIS CEREfflNY TODAY TRULY TIIE COMMEJICEMEtlT, TRULY THE NEW 

BEGltllllNG THAT IT SHOULD BE? 

10, 

TIIE DREAMS OF EARLIER FLDRIDI/\IIS WERE NEVER EASILY 

REALIZED, THOUGH BEAUTIFUL TIIE FLORIDA i/lLDER/lESS HAS 

HOSTILE AflD FOREDODING, AND tl/\llY TUES THE HILDERtlESS, 

HI /ILL ITS JMMEflSITY, PROVED A FOR11InABLE BARRIER TO TIIE 

FULFI LLMEtlT OF DRE/IIIS, 

WE ARE tlOT FACED WITH SUCH T/\IIGIBLE, PHYSICAL BARRIERS 

TODAY, BUT lllE BARRIERS WE FACE /IRE EOU/\LLY CIIALLEIIGING, AND 

TIIEY ARE MUCH HARDER TO REMOVE, MUCH HARDER TO OVERCOME Tll/111 

TIIOSE OF THE FLORIDA FRONTIER, 

FOR THEY ARE NOT B/\RRIERS OF fl/\TURE, THEY /IRE B/\RRJERS 

OF TIIE SOUL 



11; 

IGtlORANCE. ISOLATION, LOllELINESS, SELFISHNESS, 

FEAR, DESPERATION, DISTRUST, AH ABSEllCE OF COt111Tt'ENT. A 

FEELING OF HELPLESSNESS HI CONTROLLING OUR OWN DESTINIES, 

THESE ARE THE MOST Ir1POSHIG, THE MOST BEIIILDERIHG BARRIERS 

OF OUR MODERN WILDERNESS, 

BUT TIIIS WILDERNESS, LIKE THE WILDERNESS WHICH CONFRONTED 

EARLIER FLORIDIAIIS, CAN BE TIIMED, 

FOR THERE IS A VAST, UNTAPPED POTEHTIAL 1H THE PEOPLE 

c:· FLORIDA -- A POTE!lTI/\L FOR \/ORK, FOR ACHIEVEMEIIT, FOR SERVICE, 

rum FOR GErlEROS I TY. THERE Is A POTENT! Al FOR DREAMING -- AND 

FOR MAKING DREAMS COi'£ TRUE, 

12, 

I KNOW, I HAVE SEErl IT, 

I HAVE SEEfl OUR POTENTIAL Ill TIIE CURIOSITY OF TEEfl-AGE 

STUDEflTS AT CAROL CITY HIGH SCHOOL, Ill THE ARTISTRY OF THE 

WORKERS IN A TAMPA CIGAR FACTORY, 1H THE CONSTANT, DAILY COURAGE 

OF WORKERS lfl A PALATKA P/\PER MILL. 

I IIAVE SEErl OUR POTEUTIAL !fl THE STRENGTH OF THE Oil 

RIGGERS OF JAY, 1H THE RESOURCEFULNESS OF THE FISHERl·1EII OF 

APALACHICOLA, Ill THE STOIC ENDURANCE OF THE TOMATO PICKERS 

OF COLLI ER courrTY. 



13, 

I 11/\VE SEEll OUR POTE!ITIAL 1H lllE DEDICATJOII OF POLICEri:H 

Ori IIIGIIT PATROL IU TALLf\1111-'iSEE, IN TIIE SMILES OF TIIE CUBAN 

SAIID\11 CII MAKERS OF YBOR CITY, 1H TIIE TEIIDERllESS OF TIIE AIDES 

AT M/ICCLErlNY ST/ITE IIOSPIT/IL. 

I 11/IVE SEEN TIIE BOUNDLESS POTEfffl AL OF FLORIDA HI TIIE 

IIOPEFUL EYES, HI TIIE CALLUSED IIAllDS OF lllE TRUCK DRIVERS, 

TIIE SECRETARIES, TIIE DESK CLERKS, THE TEACHERS, TIIE FLIGHT 

ATTEUDflllTS, TIIE GARBAGE 11:rl, TIIE BELL BOYS, TIIE BUS BOYS, 

TIIE PHYSICIANS, TIIE F/ICTORY WORKERS, THE PULPl/OOIJERS, TIIE AUTO 

MECIIAIIICS, TIIE HOf'EMAKERS, rum THE IRON l/ORIJ:RS, 

I IIAVE SEEfl IT IN TIIE LOVHIG DEVOTION OF /\ti ELDERLY 

WIFE IN DELAHD inm COULD ONLY VISIT IIER 92-YEAR-OLD HUSBl\t!D 

AT A NURSING HOME THREE TIMES A WEEK -- BECAUSE THAT WAS /IS 

OFTEN AS SHE COULD AFFORD TO PAY THE THREE-DOLLAR TAXI FARE, 

I HAVE IIEARD IT, .TOO, 

I HAVE IIEARD IT HI THE HEARTFELT l!ORDS OF A GENTLE 

ORDERLY Ill THAT SAME HURS IIIG HOME t "TIIESE OLD FOLKS MUST 

BE GOOD, 'CAUSE GOD LET THEM LIVE SO LOflG, • 

I H/\VE HEARD IT FROM A ST, PETERSBURG DELIVERY M/\N 

HI TIIE SIMPLE EXPRESSIOII OF IIIS F/\ITllt "lllERE /\RE /I LOT OF 

GOOD PEOPLE OUT TIIERE l'1110 HILL IIELP YOU IF YOU WILL GIVE TIIEM 

A CII /\JI CE. • 



15, 

AttD I IIAVE IIEARD IT lfl TIIE PLAlllTIVE QUESTIOfl OF A 

NltlETEEII-YEAR·OLD PErlSACOlA l/ORKER ABOUT TO BE MARRIED, 

•WILL THERE DE A FUTURE FOR US !fl FLORIDA?• 

YES, TIIERE IS A FUTURE Ill FLORIDA, THERE IS A FUTURE 

FOR ALL OF US, IF IIE CARE FOR ONE AIIOTIIER, IF IIE BELIEVE IN 

ONE AIIOTIIER -- AUD 1H OURSELVES, 

11E ARE OIIE STATE, HE ARE OflE PEOPLE, AND IIE \/ILL 

BECOME BETTER PEOPLE 1H A BETTER STATE WIIEH IIE STREHGTIIEII 

TIIE BONDS TIIAT UH ITE US -- BOtlDS THAT ARE FAR MORE IMPORTANT, 

FAR MORE LASTltlG TIIAll TIIE BARRIERS Wlllat DIVIDE US, 

16, 

FOR TIIERE IS A COMMONALITY AMONG FLORIDIANS HIii Cit IS 

omn OVERLOOKED, TIIERE ARE TIIE SEEDS OF A FIIIER AUD WISER 

AIID GREATER COMMUNITY, 

I IIAVE FELT THE norms Al10NG us IN A SEMI-TRAILER HI A 

FEED MILL HI JACKSOflVILLE, WIIERE A TRUCK DRIVER LED 111S FELLOW 

WORKERS m A RELIGIOUS SERVICE on A IIOT JUME AFTERIIOOtl. 

I HAVE SEEN THE EMERGING SPIRIT OF OUR C011MUrllTY Ill 

VERO BEACII, WIIERE PEOPLE IIAVE JOHIED TOGETHER TO IIELP TIIEIR 

NEIGHBORS PARTICIPATE m Bllll.DltlG THEIR OHN IIOMES, 

I ll/lVE SEEtl A FORESHADOHHIG OF TIIE FULFILLMENT OF OUR 

DRE/IJ1S HI TARPON SPRIIIGS, WIIERE PEOPLE ARE f/ORKltlG TOGETIIER TO 

SAVE A DISTINCTIVE PART OF OUR SIIARED I\IID PR! CELESS HERITAGE. 



17, 

I IIAVE SEEN A GLIMPSE OF TIIE OflCE AUD FUTURE FLORIDA 

IN MARGATE, WIIERE TIIE COMPASSIOfl AflD COIICERN OF IIER IIEIGHBORS 

IIAVE ANSWERED THE PAINFUL CRY OF AH OLD AND LONELY WOMAII WIIO 

ASKED, *HILL YOU IIELP f'E DIE?• THEY GAVE HER A llEtl 11:ANS AND 

A IIEW 11.:AN ING FOR LIVING, 

AIIXIOUS, \IEARY, PERHAPS DISCOURAGED, TIIE EXPLORERS OF 

1823 CLIMED TO TIIIS CREST, TIIEU THEY STOOD, GAZIIIG AND 

DREAMlllG, AT TIIESE BECKO!IING HILLS, 

TIIEIR DREN1S llADE OUR DREAMS POSSIBLE, EVEN AS OUR 

DREAMS WILL MAKE POSSIBLE TIIE DREAMS OF OTHERS 11110 WILL STAIID 

IIERE Ill YEARS TO COit:, 

18, 

\IITII YOU, I LOOK TO THE FUTURE TODAY, TO FOUR YE/IRS 

OF STEWARDSHIP, BUT, Ill LOOKHIG TO THE FUTURE. I LOOK /ILSO 

TO THE P/IST, FOR THE PAST HAS SII/IPED ME, JUST AS IT IIAS 

SII/IPED FLORIDA, AIID I BRl!IG WITH ME TO TIii S DAY ArlD TO TIIIS 

IIIAUGURATION FUflDAMEtlT/IL BELIEFS ABOUT WIIAT GOVERNMEUT SIIOULD 

DO /lllD WHAT GOVERHMErlT SHOULD BE HI TIIIS ST/ITE, 

I BELIEVE TIIAT OURS IS AN EHDLESS PURSUIT, \IE HILL 

ALWAYS BE DREAMERS, HE HILL /ILW/IYS IIAVE DREN1S, BARRIERS OF 

SOf'E KIND WILL ALWAYS BE BEFORE US, OUR T/ISK IS TO REl10VE THE 

BARRIERS OF OUR HILDERNESS /IS WE REACII TIIEM, /ICKflOHLEDGING THE 

LIMITS OF OUR RE/ISOUABLE EXPECTATIONS, Bill STRIVING IILW/IYS TO 

FULFILL OUR DRE/IMS BY EflLARGING TIIE CLEARING PLACE IU THE 

WILDERrlESS FOR TIIE. HUMflfl rmm /IND SPIRIT, 



19, 

I DELI EVE THAT, IN GOVERlllNG, \IE MUST LEARfl WHEN TO 

ACT AllD HIIEN NOT TO ACT. WE MUST WEIGH TIIE ACTIONS OF GOVERmun 

AGAINST TIIE EFFECTS THOSE ACTIONS WILL HAVE Oil TIIE HHTIATIVE 

f\llD THE SPOfHANEITY OF THE PEOPLE, 

WE MUST NEVER FORGET TIIAT TIIE OIILY VALID REASON FOR 

THE EXISTENCE OF GOVERfll1EIIT IS TO HELP PEOPLE ACHIEVE THEIR 

HOPES AIID DREAMS, FOR IF WE FORGET TIIIS MOST BASIC OF OUR 

BELIEFS, GOVERNfUIT WILL BECOME A HUIDR/\NCE -- AH OBSTACLE -- A 

SOURCE OF DISTRUST AND SCORII, 

20, 

SO WE MUST LISTEII, WE MUST BE OPEii /\IID ACCESSIBLE, WE 

MUST SEEK OUT PEOPLE WHERE TIIEY LIVE /IND WllERE THEY WORK TO 

KNOW TllEIR CONCERHS /IUD DISCOVER OUR OPPORTUNITIES, AND HE 

MUST TREAT /ILL PEOPLE AT ALL TIMES WITH TIIE COURTESY fl!ID RESPECl 

TIIEY DESERVE, 

WE MUST BE FAIR, ALL PEOPLE -- OF WHATEVER SEX, AGE, 

RACE, CREED, REGION, RELIGION, 11/INDIC/IP, OR CIRCUMSTAIICE -- MUSl 

BE TREATED EQUALLY, TIIEY MUST BE GIVEN AN EOU/IL OPPORTUNITY 

TO SIIARE Ill THE BOUIITY OF THE COMMUN !TY HE MAKE. 

WE MUST DE DISCIPLIUED -- SP/IRT/IU HI TllE 1//\YS OF 

GOVERUMENT, WE MUST WORK, AND HORK 11/IRD -- IIOrlESTLY, /\BLY, 

RELEIITLESSLY, DECISIVELY, 



21, 

I BELIEVE TIIAT TIIE BEST DECIS!Ofl IS LIKELY TO BE MADE 

BY TIIE PEOPLE r'KlST AFFECTED BY TIIE DECISION, ACTlllG UPON THIS 

BELIEF WILL BE IIUOTIIER FORM OF DISCIPLIIIE -- A DISCIPLlflE WIIICH 

. 
RECOGNIZES TIIE rlE_ED TO PLACE RESPOflSIBILITY 1\11D TRUST Ill OUR 

COl'MUfllTIES, OUR SCHOOLS, AND OUR PEOPLE, 

AND, /lS WE GOVERN, WE MUST NITICIPATE, LOOKING BEYOND 

TIIE rtll1EIIT, BEYOflD THE IMMEDIATE·; TO THE FUTURE AS WE 

ESTAllLISII OUR AGENDA FOR TODAY'S DECISIONS, 

OUR HILLINGllESS TO AIITICIPATE AUD TO ACT on All AGENDA 

FOR TIIE FUTURE HILL REOUIRE SACRIFICE, IIE MUST BE IIILLlllG TO 

SACRI Fl CE SOME TH HlG OF OURSEL I/ES TODAY FOR TIIE COMMON GOOD OF 

OUR COrtiUIHTY TOMORROW, 

22, 

I\IID IIHATEVER TIIE ISSUES, HIIATEVER TIIE DEMAIIDS OF TIIE 

M011:HT, IIHATEVER OUR OTHER CONCERNS, WE r,usT NEVER HESITATE TO 

FULFILL OUR GREATEST ODLIGATIOfl -- TIIAT OF TEACIIHIG OUR CIIILDREU • 

WE MUST EDUCATE TIIEM AND PREPARE TIIEM AS DEST \rE C/111 TO 

P/\RTICIP/\TE 1H TIIE COHT!tlUHIG COMMUNITY OF FLORIDA -- /IND OF THE 

WORLD, 

WE MUST HELP THE SICK, THE IIUNGRY, THE HOMELESS, AND 

TIIE AGED. BUT HE MUST REMEMBER /\LHAYS THE V/\LUE OF IHCEIITIVE 

/IND IHDEPENDENCE /\IID SELF-SllFFI CIEtlCY, FOR HE DO NOT HAllT A 

IIELPIIIG HAND TO BREED HELPLESSNESS, 



23, 

WE MUST IIISTILL A REIIE\IED COMPETIT!Oli IN OUR 

ECONOMY, AMONG OUR HISTITUTIOflS, AND HI OUR l!IDIVIDU/\L LIVES, 

FOR, TIIROUGII /I CREATIVE COMBlfl/\Tlotl OF COOPER/\Tlotl /IND 

COMPETITIOfl, TIIE FULLEST f/EASURE OF OUR POTEtlTI/\L AS /I PEOPLE 

CAil BE ACII I EVED, 

WE MUST RELY OIi BOTII COOPERATIO!l AIID COMPETIT!Ofl TO 

ATTAIN A LASTitlG PROSPERITY, TO THIS END, STATE GOVERW£NT 

MUST DO ALL IT CAN TO KEEP TIIE RETIRED CITIZENS AND TIIE WORKlflG 

r"Erl AND WOf'Efl OF FLORIDA FROM BEING IMPOVERISHED BY IHFLATIOH, 

rum HE MUST BE AGGRESSIVE Arm IM/\GINATIVE rn SEEKING MORE /IND 

BETTER JOBS FOR OUR PEOPLE, 

AS flEVER BEFORE, EACH OF YOU MUST BE HIVOLVED PERSON/ILLY, 

tlOT ONLY Ill GOVERIIMEIIT, BUT HI /ILL TIIE RICH AND VARIED LIFE OF 

FLORIDA, GOVERNl'l:HT CAtl PROVIDE IIISPIRAT!Ofl AUD OPPORTUNITY, 

BUT OIILY WITH YOUR PERSOIIAL PARTICIPAT!Ofl, ONLY WITH YOUR 

PERSONAL DEDIC/\T!Ofl WILL \IE BE ABLE TO FIIID UNITY AND FASHION 

A STROHGER, H/\PPIER COMMllrllTY, 

I /111 ASKitlG TODAY FOR YOUR HELP, I /111 /\SKitlG FOR 

YOUR WISDOM, WllEREVER YOU ARE Ill THIS STATE, inlATEVER YOU 

MAY H/\VE TO OFFER, I. AM ASKING FOR YOUR PERSOllAL comITMEIIT. 



25, 

/\flD I AM /\SKHlG YOU TO SHARE WITH ME TODAY A COMmN 

PRAYER FOR GOD'S HELP /IS 1/E /\CCEPT TIIE CHALLENGE OF 

P/IRTICIP/\TIOII AND LEADERSHIP, 

I BELIEVE TH/IT TRUE LE/\DERSHIP REQUIRES, NOT THE 

COURI\GE, BUT RATHER TIIE IJIIENDIIIG RESPONSIBILITY TO DO 11111\T IS 

RIGHT -- /\IID TO DO SO REGARDLESS OF THE CONSEOUEIICES IN 

PUBLIC FAVOR OR PERSOHAL MISFORTUNE, 

/\HD WE MUST LEAD IN FLORIDA /IS WE H/\VE BEEN LED BY THE 

BEST /1110116 US, T/\KHIG AS OUR EXA11PLES TIIE DIGIHTY, THE HUMANITY, 

/\IID TIIE STATESM/\llSIHP OF LEROY COLLHIS AND THE COMMITMENT, THE 

LASTING ACHIEVEMENT, AUD TIIE EflDURHIG HITEGRITY OF REUDIN /\SKEii, 

26, 

THE EXAMPLE OF THESE GREAT MEN. TOGETHER WITH 111/IT 

OF OTHER MEIi AND WOMEN OF LIKE MIND AIID EQUAL DEDIC/ITIOO, Will 

INSPIRE f'E AS GOVERflOR, MY WIFE IIDELE, OUR FAMILY, M/\RGIE MIXSOII. 

/\IID W/\YIIE MIXSON /IS LIEUTEll/\llT GOVERIIOR HI OUR SERVICE TO THIS 

STATE, 

WE CAN All SIi/iRE IN THIS HlSPI RATION, WE CAIi /Ill 

REJOICE Ill OUR RIGHTFUL HERITIIGE. WE CAN 11AKE TIIAT HERITAGE 

l/\ST THROUGH All TIIE GEIIERATIOIIS, 

THE HERONS CAIi FLY, THE ORCHARDS C/IH BLOOM, THE 

WATERS C/\ll FALL. TIIE STREAMS CMI SH !NE Ill THE SUII, 



27, 

TIIESE IIILLS CAil ABIDE FOREVER, AND WE CAN SAY OF 

THE FLORIDA WE LOVE, AS WAS SAID SO LOIIG AGO, '"A MORE 

BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY CAIi SCARCELY BE HIAGIIIED, • 

BUT FIRST WE MUST DREAM, WE MUST DREAM TIIE GREAT 

DREAM OF TIIE ONCE rum FUTURE FLORIDA, AIID HE MUST MAKE THAT 

DRE All COME TRUE, 

OURS CAil BE A FLORIDA IN WHICH WE WILL CIIERISH OUR 

PAST, BE CONFIDENT OF OUR FUTURE, AND BE PROUD TO SAY, "I AM 

A FLORIDIAII, • 

28, 

I PLEDGE TO YOU TODAY THAT, AS GOVERNOR OF FLORIDA, 

I WILL SUMMOrt EVERY OUIICE OF STRENGTH, I WILL EMPLOY EVERY 

SP/IRK OF IMIIGIHATIOII, I WILL EXERCISE EVERY PROPER MEASURE 

OF DISCRETION, AND I WILL USE EVERY RESOURCE AND EVERY 

RESOLVE AT MY COftlAND, FOR THE SAKE rum lfl THE SERVICE OF 

TIIAT DREA1·1, 

# " 


