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GOOD AFTERNOON GRADUATES, PARENTS, TEACHERS AND FRIENDS, I I 

I'M HAPPY TO BE HERE TODAY FOR TWO REASONS: 

FIRST - BECAUSE THIS IS THE 80TH GRADUATING CLASS OF A GREAT 

HIGH SCHOOL AND YOU ARE AN EXAMPLE OF THE KIND OF EXCELLENCE LEON 

HIGH SCHOOL HAS TRADITIONALLY PRODUCED. 
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SECOND - RECAUSE MY DAUGHTER, KENDALL IS GRADUATING AND IT 

MEANS A LOT TO ME TO BE ABLE TO SHARE THIS DAY WITH HER, KENDALL 

IS OUR FOURTH DAUGHTER TO GRADllATE FROM LEON HIGH SCHOOL, 

MY WIFE, ADELE, AND I AND ALL THE GIRLS ARE GRATEFUL FOR ALL 

THE WONDERFUL THINGS TALLAHASSEE HAS GIVEN US -- NOT THE LEAST OF 

WHICH ARE THE NINE YEARS WE HAVE BEEN A PART OF LEON HIGH SCHOOL 

-- AND KNOWN SO MANY TERRIFIC STUDENTS AND TEACHERS AND PARENTS, 



PEOPLE HAVE ASKED ME ~ow KENDALL BECAME so SPECIAL - AS A 

PROUD FATHER I CAN AGREE THAT SHE HAS MORE THAN HER SHARE OF 

INTELLIGENCE AND CHARM AMD BEAUTY, ~ND I CAN TELL YOU, WITH ALL 

DUE MODESTY, THAT OUR FAMILY HAS ALWAYS ACKNOWLEDGED THE SOURCE 

OF KENDALL'S SPECIAL QUALITIES, 
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INTELLIGENCE, CHARM AND BEAUTY ARE HEREDITARY, KENDALL TAKES 

AFTER HER MOTHER, 
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I KNOW ONE OF THE REASONS YOU ARE SO HAPPY TO BE HERE TODAY 

IS BECAUSE YOU MADE IT THROUGH ONE LAST SET OF FINAL EXAMS, IT 

WAS TOUGHER FOR YOUR CLASS ACADEMICALLY THAN IT HAS BEEN FOR LEON 

SENIORS IN THE PAST, 
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THIS YEAR, YOU, AND THE OTHER GRADUATING SENIORS IN THE 

STATE OF FLORIDA HAVE BEEN HELD TO THE HIGHEST ACADEMIC STANDARDS 

IN THE HISTORY OF THE STATE -- AND YOU'VE PROVEN YOU CAN HANDLE 

THE CHALLENGE. 
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IN 1980, WHEN OUR ELDEST DAUGHTER, GWEN, GRADUATED FROM LEON 

HIGH, ONLY HALF OF THE SENIORS HAD TAKEN 4 YEARS OF MATH CLASSES. 

81% OF YOU HAVE HAD FOUR YEARS OF MATH. 
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IN 1980 -- 11% OF THE GRADUATING CLASS HAD STUDIED A FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE. MORE THAN TWICE AS MANY OF YOU HAVE HAD AT LEAST TWO 

YEARS OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE TRAINING. 

ONLY 25% OF THE 1980 CLASS HAD ONE OR MORE YEARS OF SCIENCE. 

OVER 95% OF YOU HAVE TAKEN AT LEAST THREE YEARS OF SCIENCE. 
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YOU'VE HAD TO WORK A LOT HARnER TO FINISH ALL OF THAT, RUT 

YOU'RE BETTER PREPARED, BETTER EDUCATED, YOU'VE TESTED YOURSELVES 

IN MORE IMPORTANT WAYS THAN JUST FINAL EXAMS, 

YOU'VE PROVEN YOU'RE NOT AFRAID TO MEET CHALLENGES -- AND 

YOU'VE PROVEN YOU CAN HANDLE SUCCESS, 
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SUCCESS IS A TIME-HONORED TRADITION AT LEON HIGH, IN THE 

EIGHTY GRADUATIING CLASSES THIS SCHOOL HAS SEEN THERE HAVE BEEN 

MANY OUTSTANDING STUDENTS WHO WENT O' TO ACHIEVE GREAT THINGS, 
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FORMER FLORIDA GOVERNOR, LEROY COLLINS WAS A LION. SO WERE 

ATHLETES RAINEY CAWTHON, BUBBA HALL, TOMMY CURTIS AND CLIFFORD 

CHARLTON. 

FAYE DUNAWAY, CLASS OF '59, wor, AN ACADEMY AWARD. TOM 

BIXLER, CLASS OF '63 IS A HEART TRA ISPLANT SURGEON HERE IN 

TALLAHASSEE, ROSEMARY MCGROTHA, CLASS OF '76, IS A WORLD-FAMOUS 

MODEL, 
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THE LIST OF LEON GRADUATES WHO HAVE ACCOMPLISHED GREAT 

THINGS IS TOO LONG TO MENTION, SOME DAY SOME OF YOUR NAMES WILL 

BE ADDED TO THAT LIST, 

WE KNOW THAT BECAUSE AS MEMBERS OF THIS STUDENT BODY YOU 

HAVE ALREADY SHOWN HOW MUCH YOU CAN DO, 
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* YOUR BAND WAS JUDGED "SUPERIOR" FOR THE 38TH STRAIGHT YEAR 

IN STATE RATINGS, 

* THE "HIGH LIFE" AND THE LIONS' TALE ARE "ALL AMERICAN" AND 

"ALL FLORIDIAN," 
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* THE LATIN CLUB CAME IN 4TH IN THE STATEWIDE LATIN FORUM, 

* YOUR STUDENT GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN NAMED THE BEST IN THE STATE 

BY THE STATE OF FLORIDA, 

* THIS YEAR, AGAIN, YOIJ HAVE NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARS, AS YOU 

HAVE EVERY YEAR SINCE 1958, 
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FTBALL, FOOTBALL, BASEBALL~ YOU HAVE ONE OF THE BEST- IF NOT THE 

BEST-OVERALL SPORTS PROGRAMS IN FLORIDA, 

AND AS PARENTS WE CAN ALL BE PROUD OF YOUR SAT SCORES -

ABOUT 100 POINTS HIGHER THAN THE STATE AND NATIONAL AVERAGES. 

YOU ARE A POSITIVELY INTIMIDATING GROUP OF OVERACHIEVERS, 
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SOME PEOPLE WILL TELL YOU THAT THESE HAVE B~EN THE BEST 

YEARS OF YOUR LIVES. I'LL TELL YOU THAT J THINK THEY'VE JUST BEEN 

A WARM-UP. 
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YOlJ FACE CHOICES AND CHALLENGES AS YOU LEAVE THE SCHOOL WHICH 

HAS BEEN YOUR HOME AND THE FRIENDS WHO HAVE BEEN YOUR WORLD FOR 

THE LAST FOUR YEARS, SOME OF YOU WILL BE GOING ON TO COLLEGES OR 

UNIVERSITIES OR THE MILITARY, SOME OF YOU WILL SEEK FURTHER 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING, SOME OF YOU ALREADY HAVE FULLTIME JOBS 

WAITING, 
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BUT NO MATTER WHAT YOU DO FROM NOW ON - YOU WILL BE TESTED, 

* EACH DAY WILL BE A TEST OF HOW GOOD YOU ARE AT FINDING 

HAPPINESS, 

* EACH NEW PERSON WHO COMES INTO YOUR LIFE WILL BE A TEST OF 

YOUR LOVE AND LOYALTY, 

19 



* EACH ACADEMIC OR CAREER MOVE WILL BE A TEST OF YOUR 

MATURITY AND YOUR DESIRE TO SUCCEED. 

* EACH SORROW YOU ENCOUNTER WILL BE A TEST OF YOUR RESILIENCE 

AND CHARACTER. 

* EACH JOY WILL BE A TEST OF YOUR APPRECIATION AND 

GENEROSITY, 
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BY NOW, YOU ARE WELL-PREPARED FOR THE TESTS LIFE WILL GIVE 

YOU, THESE FOUR YEARS AT LEON HIGH SCHOOL HAVE BEEN AN EXCITING 

AND ENRICHING TIME FOR YOU. THE NEXT FOUR YEARS WILL BE EVEN 

BETTER. 

WHILE YOU'VE BEEN BIJSY WINNING AWARDS AND STUDYING FOR ALL 

THESE TESTS AND HAVING A GOOD TIME - WE, YOUR PARENTS, HAVE BEEN 

TESTED, TOO, 
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ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT MEASURES OF HOW WELL WE HAVE 

SUCCEEDED IN LIFE IS HOW OUR CHILDREN TURN OUT, WE OFTEN TRY TO 

PUT THE REST FACE ON THINGS IN OUR JOBS AND IN SOCIAL SETTINGS, 

BUT OUR CHILDREN KNOW WHO WE REALLY ARE, AND, FOR BETTER OR 

WORSE, THEY TEND TO TAKE ON OUR CHARACTERISTICS AND ABSORB OUR 

VALUES, 
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WHO OUR CHILDREN ARE IS A REFLECTION OF WHO WE ARE. KENDALL, 

TODAY I WANT TO THANK YOU -- AS I'M SURE EVEPY PARENT WANTS TO 

THANK THEIR GRADUATE -- FOR GIVING US SUCH A GOOD REPnRT CARD. 

WE'RE PROUD OF YOU AND OF ALL YOUR SUCCESS, IT HAS BEEN A GREAT 

JOY AND A GREAT HAPPINESS TO BE YOUR PARENTS. WE LOVE YOU -- VERY 

MUCH. 
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THIS IS A DAY FOR llS TO APPLAUD ALL YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS, BUT 

I'D LIKE TO ASK THE CLASS OF '87 TO STAND FOR A MOMENT AND 

APPLAUD THE PEOPLE WHO ARE SO PROUD OF YOU TODAY -- YOUR PARENTS, 



WE, YOUR PARENTS, HAVE STRUGGLED TO GIVE YOII ROOTS AND 

WINGS, ROOTS TO ANCHOR YOU IN LIFE'S STORMS AND TO LET YOU KNOW 

YOU CAN ALWAYS TURN TO US, WINGS TO LIFT YOU UP TO THOSE DREAMS 

WHICH FILL YOUR HEART AND MAKE THIS A BETTER WORLD, 

WE WANT YOU TO FEEL SAFE AND PROTECTED , WE WANT YOU TO BE 
-::: -= 

BOLD AND UNAFRAID, 
,::: ~ 
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TODAY YOU JOIN THE COMPANY OF SOME OF THE MOST DISTINGUISHED 

INDIVIDUALS OUR STATE HAS PRODUCED, TODAY YOU MARCH OUT FROM HERE 

INTO A WORLD WHICH NEEDS YOUR TALENTS AND YOUR SKILLS AND YOUR 

CARING -- AS IT HAS NEEDED WHAT LEON HIGH GRADUATES HAVE HAD TO 

OFFER FOR THE LAST 80 YEARS, 

GOD BLESS YOU AND GOOD LUCK, 
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